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W E L C O M E

WELCOME TO DRIVE CULTURE
Find the best roads on Vancouver Island and in the Lower Mainland, plan drives with your

friends, join car clubs and show up to cruises and meets. This guide walks you through

everything, one feature at a time.
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EYES ON THE ROAD
Never use your phone while driving.

Start recording or navigation before you

set off, then put the phone away.

Passengers can post.

ABOUT THE PICTURES
The screens in this guide use sample

drivers, clubs and events, so what you

see in the app will differ. On iPhone,

maps use Apple Maps, and on Android,

Google Maps.

YOUR FIRST FIVE MINUTES

1
Create your

account and pick

your area

2
Add your car to

your garage

3
Join a club or two

4
RSVP to a cruise

or meet

5
Record your next

drive
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S TA R T  H E R E

GETTING STARTED
You can be set up and exploring in a few minutes. Here’s how.

1 Install the app

While Drive Culture is in testing: on iPhone, open

the TestFlight link we send you (or the email invite

from Apple), install the free TestFlight app and

tap Install. On Android, open the Google Play test

link we send you, tap Become a tester, then

install it from Google Play (see On Android).

2 Create your account

The quickest way: tap Continue with Apple

(iPhone) or Continue with Google and pick your

account. There’s no password to make, and you

then check your name and choose your handle,

how people find and mention you. Or tap Create

account and use your email: enter your name, a

handle, your email and a password of at least 8

characters, twice.

3 Turn on Face ID or fingerprint (optional)

After you sign in, the app offers to lock itself with

Face ID or Touch ID on iPhone, or your fingerprint

or face unlock on Android. You can change this

any time in Settings → Security.

4 Allow location and notifications

Location records your drives, checks you in at

events and goes with an emergency alert. On

iPhone, allow it Always with Precise Location on.

On Android, While using the app with Precise is

all it needs. Notifications tell you about

messages, event changes, club invites and

emergency alerts.

Updates arrive by themselves. When you see A new version of Drive Culture is ready, tap Restart.

The welcome screen Create your account
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S TA R T  H E R E

SIGNING IN AND YOUR PASSWORD
Sign in the same way you signed up. Forgot your password? A 6-digit code by email sets a

new one.

1 Sign in

Tap Sign in on the welcome screen. If you signed

up with Apple or Google, tap that button again. If

you used your email, enter it with your password.

Once you’re in, the app keeps you signed in.

2 Forgot your password?

On the Sign in screen, tap Forgot password?,

check your email address and tap Send code.

3 Check your email

A code arrives from

noreply@drivecultureapp.com with the subject

Your Drive Culture password reset code. It can

take a minute, so check your spam or junk folder

too. The code works for an hour.

4 Set a new password

Type the 6-digit code, then your new password

twice, and tap Set new password. You’re signed

in with it straight away. No email after a minute?

Tap Send a new code.

Signed up with Apple or Google? You don’t have a Drive Culture password, so there’s nothing to reset. Tap

Continue with Apple or Continue with Google instead. For your privacy, the app never says whether an email

has an account.

Sign in Forgot password Enter the code
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S TA R T  H E R E

ON ANDROID
Drive Culture works the same on Android phones. Here’s what’s different, from installing it

to recording a drive.

1 Install from Google Play

While Drive Culture is in testing, we send you a

link to join the test. Open it on your phone, signed

in with the Google account you gave us, tap

Become a tester, then Download it on Google

Play and tap Install. Had the app from a

download link before? Uninstall that one first,

then sign in again: your drives and posts are

saved online.

2 Location: precise, while using the app

When Android asks, choose Precise and While

using the app. That’s all recording needs, even

with the screen off, so you’re never asked for “all

the time”. If you picked Approximate, go to

Settings → Location → App permissions → Drive

Culture and turn on Use precise location.

3 Notifications

Tap Allow when asked. While a drive records, a

Drive Culture is recording your drive notification

shows; tap it to come back to the app.

Emergency alerts come as notifications too, so

keep them on.

4 Battery

Some phones put apps to sleep to save battery,

which can cut a drive short. Go to Settings →

Apps → Drive Culture → Battery (or App battery

usage) and choose Unrestricted. On Samsung,

also check it isn’t in Sleeping apps.

5 Unlock, maps and directions

Lock the app with your fingerprint or face unlock

in Settings → Security. Maps in the app use

Google Maps, and Directions and Start & navigate

open Google Maps or Waze.

If precise location is off Directions on Android
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S TA R T  H E R E

ISLAND OR LOWER MAINLAND
Drive Culture covers Vancouver Island and the Lower Mainland, from the Sunshine Coast to

Whistler, Hope, Princeton and Merritt. Pick your area and you see its roads, events and

clubs first.

1 Pick your area

The first time you open Explore, the app asks

Where do you drive? Choose Vancouver Island,

Lower Mainland or Both areas.

2 Switch any time

The chips at the top of Explore, Roads, Clubs

and Events switch between Vancouver Island,

Lower Mainland and Both. Your choice carries

across all of them.

3 What changes

Upcoming cruises and meets, popular roads, the

road map and clubs to discover follow the area

you pick. Your own clubs, drives and routes

always show, wherever they are.

4 Your home area

Change it in Profile → Edit profile → Where you

drive. Home town is the place shown on your

profile, like Victoria or Surrey.

Clubs and events have an area too. A club’s owner sets it in Edit club → Area, and an event takes the area of

its meeting point. Anyone can still find and join a club in the other area.

Where do you drive? Lower Mainland roads The Lower Mainland on the map
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T H E  BAS I C S

FINDING YOUR WAY AROUND
Five tabs along the bottom take you everywhere. The orange + in the middle is how you

create anything.

EXPLORE
Discover shows upcoming cruises and meets, popular

roads, clubs, marketplace picks and the top drivers this

month, for the area picked at the top. Feed shows

posts from people you follow, or everyone.

CLUBS
Your clubs, plus clubs to discover and the Club of the

Month.

+ CREATE
Record a drive, share a post, plan a route, plan an

event, sell something, start a club or add a car.

MARKET
Buy and sell cars, parts and services, and find parts

that fit your car.

PROFILE
Your garage, drives, routes, posts and badges. The

gear icon opens Settings.

TOP RIGHT
Search (drivers, clubs, roads, events, listings),

Messages and Notifications. A number shows

anything unread.

Explore → Discover The + Create menu More on Discover
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YO U R  P R O F I L E

YOUR GARAGE AND PROFILE
Add your car first: it’s used across the app, from parts that fit to the car you’re bringing to a

meet. Then make your profile your own.

1 Add a car

Go to Profile → Garage → Add a vehicle (or + →

Add to your garage). Enter the year, make and

model, and optionally the generation (like E46),

trim, colour, a nickname and your mods, one per

line.

2 Pick your main car

Turn on Main car for the one you drive most. It’s

shown first in your garage and picked by default

when you record a drive.

3 Edit your profile

Tap Edit profile to add a photo (drag and pinch to

fit it in the circle), a short bio, your home town

and where you drive.

4 Pick a background

The banner across the top of your profile. Under

Background, choose Design: one of 8 colours

with topo lines and a graphic, Race number (your

own, 0 to 99), Gauge, Checkered flag or None.

Or choose Photo and move and zoom your own

picture.

5 Your profile tabs

Garage, Drives, Routes, Posts and Badges.

Others see your public drives, shared routes and

posts here, and can follow or message you.

Run a shop? Turn on Settings → Business account for shops, detailers, dealers and tuners. Your profile then

shows your category, address, phone, website and hours, plus a Services tab.

Your profile Pick a background Adding a car
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D R I V E

RECORD A DRIVE
Record your drives with GPS to build your stats, see which roads you drove and share the

good ones.

1 Start it

Tap + → Record a drive (or Start a drive on

Explore), pick your car and tap Start drive. Using

Waze or Google Maps? Start & navigate with

Waze starts recording and opens your app in one

tap.

2 Your settings, checked

Before you set off, the app checks your location

settings and tells you if one would spoil the drive.

On iPhone: Settings → Drive Culture → Location,

choose Always and turn on Precise Location. On

Android: turn on Use precise location. Tap Open

Settings, or Record anyway.

3 While you drive

Put the phone away. Your position is recorded

every second, with the screen locked or while

you navigate in another app. On iPhone, the Lock

Screen and Dynamic Island show the distance

and time; on Android, a notification shows while it

records. Open Waze takes you back to your

directions. Stopping for coffee? Tap Pause.

4 Finish and save

Tap Finish and review your distance, time, top

speed, climb and the roads you drove. Add a title,

notes and the car, then choose who can see it

(Everyone, Followers or Only me) and whether to

share it to your feed.

Don’t swipe Drive Culture closed. Recording keeps going in the background, but closing the app from the app

switcher stops it. Anything not recorded shows as a dashed line.

Start, or start and navigate If a setting needs changing Recording
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D R I V E

YOUR DRIVES
Every saved drive gets its own page with the map and stats.

1 The stats

Distance, total and moving time, average and top

speed, and climb. Only you see your speeds and

moving time. Everyone else sees the distance,

time and climb.

2 Roads driven

Drives are matched to the road library

automatically. Each new road you drive counts

toward Road Explorer rankings and badges.

3 Gaps in a drive

If part of a drive wasn’t recorded (the app was

swiped closed or GPS dropped out), that stretch

shows as a dashed line and doesn’t count toward

top speed.

4 Share it

Share picture makes a picture of the drive (route,

distance, time, climb, roads and car) for

Instagram, Facebook, WhatsApp or messages.

Your speed is never on it, and your privacy zone

stays hidden. Post to feed shares it in Drive

Culture, once.

5 Publish it

Found a great road that isn’t in the library?

Publish as a road turns your drive into a

community road with a name, area, description

and tags.

Speed never counts. Rankings reward distance, exploring and showing up. Drives over 140 km/h, or with an

impossible average, are left out of rankings automatically.

Your drive: only you see speeds Share a picture
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E X P L O R E

ROADS
A library of the best drives on the Island and in the Lower Mainland: curated roads traced

along the real road, plus community roads published from members’ drives.

1 Find a road

Tap Explore roads on Explore. Pick Vancouver

Island, Lower Mainland or Both, switch between

List and Map, sort by Popular, Top rated or Near

me, and filter by tags like Coastal, Twisty or

Mountain.

2 Check it out

A road’s page shows its length, how many drives

and drivers it’s had, a description, upcoming

events on it and who drove it recently.

3 Drive it

Drive this road opens your navigation app

through the road (Waze and Google Maps open

straight to the directions). Record starts the

recorder, and Plan a cruise starts an event on this

road.

4 Review it

Driven it? Leave a star rating and a few words

about the surface, traffic or best time to go.

The road library A road Drive it or plan a cruise
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P L A N

PLAN A ROUTE
Plan your own drive stop by stop, then hand it to Google Maps, Waze or Apple Maps for

turn-by-turn directions.

1 Open the planner

Tap + → Plan a route. You can also start one from

Profile → Routes or from the event form.

2 Tap in your stops

Tap the map for your start, then each stop in

order. The route follows the roads, and the

distance and drive time update as you go. Each

stop moves onto the nearest road and takes its

name.

3 Fine-tune it

Hold and drag a pin to move it. Use the arrows to

reorder stops and × to remove one, or rename a

stop by typing over its name. Start here adds

where you are as the start, Undo removes the last

stop, and Round trip brings you back to the start.

Up to 10 stops (9 for a round trip).

4 Save it

Give it a name and notes, then choose Only me

or Everyone (shows on your profile for others to

drive or plan an event on) and tap Save route.

A round trip with three stops Name and reorder stops
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P L A N

DRIVE YOUR ROUTE
Open any route from your profile, an event or the link you were sent.

1 Choose your navigation app

Tap Drive this route. The first time, pick Google

Maps, Waze or, on iPhone, Apple Maps. The app

remembers your choice, and Waze and Google

Maps open straight in the app. Change it in

Settings → Directions.

2 How each app handles stops

Google Maps takes the whole route with every

stop. Waze and Apple Maps take one stop at a

time, so start with the first, then tap the arrow

next to each stop as you go.

3 Make it a cruise

Plan a cruise starts an event that uses this route,

with the first stop as the meeting point. Record

drive opens the recorder.

4 Edit or share later

Tap ••• to edit the route, put it on your profile or

make it private again, or delete it.

Tip: Google Maps picks its own roads between your stops. If there’s a road you want to be sure it takes, drop

an extra stop on it.

A saved route Pick your navigation app Directions to each stop
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C O M M U N I T Y

CAR CLUBS
Clubs are the heart of Drive Culture: group chat, cruises, a shared garage and a club

leaderboard.

1 Find a club

The Clubs tab shows your clubs, the Club of the

Month and clubs to discover in your area. Search

or filter by category: JDM, Euro, Classic, Track

days, EV and more.

2 Join

Open clubs let you Join club right away. Others

need you to Request to join and an admin

approves you, and some are invite only.

3 Inside a club

Tabs for Feed, Events, Members, Garage,

Leaderboard and Market (club merch). Club chat

opens the group chat. Private clubs are visible

only to members.

4 Start your own

Tap + Start on the Clubs tab. Add a name,

description, category and area (Vancouver Island

or Lower Mainland), choose public or private, and

who can join: Anyone, Approval or Invite. As

owner or admin you approve requests, invite

people, post events (every member is notified)

and can sell club merch.

5 The club banner

The owner and admins pick the club’s

background in Edit club → Background: a design

in the club’s colour with a race number, gauge or

checkered flag, or a photo.

The Clubs tab A club The club’s background
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C O M M U N I T Y

CRUISES AND MEETS
Find something to do this weekend, see who’s going and show up.

1 Find events

Explore shows Upcoming cruises & meets in

your area (tap See all). Clubs, roads and routes

list their upcoming events too.

2 RSVP

Tap I’m going or Interested, and pick which car

you’re bringing. If there’s a car limit and it’s full,

you join the waitlist and move up automatically

when a spot opens. We’ll let you know.

3 Get there

Directions takes you to the meeting point. If the

event has a route, Drive the route opens it in your

navigation app.

4 Check in

At the meet, tap Check in at the meet. It opens 2

hours before the start, and you need to be within

1 km of the meeting point. Check-ins count

toward rankings and badges.

Plans change. If the organizer changes the time, meeting point or route, or cancels, everyone going gets a

notification.

An event Meeting point and route
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C O M M U N I T Y

LIVE MAP
On a cruise or meet, see where everyone in the group is: who’s up ahead, who’s fallen

behind and where to regroup.

1 Share your location

During a cruise you’re going to, start recording

your drive. The app asks Share your location

with the group? Tap Share live, or Not now.

Changed your mind? Share live with the cruise is

on the recorder too.

2 See the group

On the event, tap Live map. Everyone sharing

shows with their initials, how long ago they

updated and how far away they are. Tap

someone to follow them on the map, or Show

everyone to see the whole group.

3 Stop any time

Tap Stop on the recorder or Stop sharing on the

map. Sharing also ends when you finish the drive

or the cruise ends.

4 Who can see it

Only the organizer and the people going, and only

while the event is on: from 2 hours before it starts

until 2 hours after it ends. Your speed is never

shown, and positions are deleted after a day.

Passengers only. Never look at the live map while you’re driving. Check it when you’ve stopped, or ask a

passenger.

Asked when you start recording The group on the live map
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S A F E T Y

EMERGENCY ALERTS
On a cruise or meet, anyone going can alert the whole group with what happened and

where they are.

1 When it’s there

For the organizer and everyone marked going,

from 2 hours before the start until 2 hours after

the end. Tap Emergency on the drive? on the

event, or the red SOS button on the map while

you record.

2 Call 911 first

If anyone is hurt, in danger or blocking the road,

tap Call 911 at the top. A group alert doesn’t

contact emergency services.

3 Alert your group

Pick what’s happening (Need help, Breakdown,

Crash or Medical), add a note if you can, then

hold the button for 2 seconds. Your location

goes with it.

4 After you send it

You see who has seen it and who’s on the way.

Update my location shares a fresh position, and

I’m OK, close the alert tells everyone you’re fine.

5 When someone needs help

Everyone on the drive gets an urgent notification,

and a red banner shows on the event. Open it to

see where they are and how far away, then tap

I’m on my way, Directions or Message.

Keep notifications on so you hear about an alert on a drive you’re going to. If your location is off, the alert still

sends, so say where you are in the note.

On the event Alert your group When someone needs help

D R I V E  C U LT U R E  ·  U S E R  G U I D E 17



C O M M U N I T Y

HOST AN EVENT
Anyone can host a public cruise or meet. Club admins

can also post events to their club.

1 Start it

Tap + → Plan an event (or Plan a cruise on a road or

route). Give it a name and pick the type: Cruise, Meet,

Road trip, Track day, Show or Other.

2 Who and when

Choose whether you host it yourself or as your club, and

for club events whether everyone or only members can

see it. Set the start time and length.

3 Where

Pick a route: one of yours, + Plan a route to make one, or

a road from the library. Name the meeting point and tap

the map to drop the pin (or Use my location).

4 Extras

Set a car limit if you want one (extra RSVPs go on the

waitlist), and add details like stops, what to bring or a

radio channel.

5 Manage it

From ••• on the event: Edit event, Invite club members,

Cancel event or Delete event.

Hosting for your club? Every member gets a notification

when you post the event, and everyone going hears about

any change to the time, meeting point or route.

The event form
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C O M M U N I T Y

FEED AND POSTS
Share builds, photos, drives and reviews with the people who follow you, or with your club.

1 Your feed

On Explore, tap Feed, then choose Following or

Everyone. Tap the heart to like a post, or the

bubble to comment.

2 Share a post

Tap + → Share a post (or + Post in the feed).

Choose Post, Build (what you did to the car) or

Review (with a star rating).

3 Add photos and videos

Tap the + tile to add up to 10 photos or videos

from your library, or take a photo. Videos can be

up to 60 seconds.

4 Tag and choose an audience

Tag the car it’s about, then post to your followers

or into one of your clubs.

5 Share a drive, listing or event

Tap Post to feed on your drive or listing, or ••• →

Post to your feed on an event. Each one goes in

your feed once: after that the button says In your

feed and opens the post.

The feed Writing a post
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M A R K E T

BUY AND SELL
A local marketplace for cars, parts, wheels and services, with parts matched to the car in

your garage.

1 Browse

The Market tab has categories (Cars, Wheels &

tires, Performance, Accessories, Services,

Experiences, Club merch), search, featured

listings and local automotive businesses.

2 Parts that fit

Under For your garage, tap your car to see only

parts that fit it, marked Fits your BMW M3 (or

whatever you drive). Tap the bookmark on a

listing to save it for later.

3 Contact the seller

Message seller opens a private chat linked to the

listing.

4 Sell something

Tap Sell (or + → Sell something). Pick a category,

then add a title, price (leave it blank to show

“Contact”), condition, which cars it fits, photos, a

description and your location.

5 After it’s up

From the listing: Mark sold (or available again)

and Post to feed. Tap ••• to edit it.

Buy safely. Meet in a public place, inspect before paying, and never send a deposit to someone you haven’t

met.

The Market tab A listing
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R E WA R D S

RANKINGS AND BADGES
Rankings reward distance, exploring and showing up. Speed never counts.

1 Driver rankings

Tap Rankings on Explore. Rank by Kilometres,

Road explorer (different roads), Most active

(drives) or Events (check-ins), for this week,

month, year or all time.

2 Club rankings

The Clubs board ranks clubs on their members’

kilometres, events held, check-ins and posts. The

top club each month becomes Club of the Month.

3 Badges

16 badges in bronze, silver and gold for your first

drive, distance, roads explored, events, hosting,

clubs, your garage and posts. See your progress

under Profile → Badges.

Prefer to stay off the board? Turn off Settings → Show me in rankings.

Driver rankings Your badges
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S TAY  I N  T O U C H

MESSAGES AND NOTIFICATIONS
Chat with your clubs and other drivers, and keep up with what’s happening.

1 Messages

Tap the chat bubble at the top of the main tabs.

You’ll find your club chats and direct messages.

Start one with the message button on someone’s

profile or Message seller on a listing. You can

send photos too.

2 Notifications

The bell shows likes, comments, new followers,

join requests, club events and invites, event

changes, waitlist spots, messages and

emergency alerts. Allow notifications to get them

on your phone too.

3 Follow people

Tap Follow on a profile to see their posts in your

Following feed.

4 Block or report

Tap ••• on any post, comment, message, listing,

profile, club, event, road or route to report it or

block the person.

A club chat Notifications
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S E T T I N G S

SETTINGS, PRIVACY AND
SAFETY
Open Settings with the gear icon on your profile.

ACCOUNT
Edit profile (photo, background, bio, home town and where you

drive), your garage, and Business account.

SECURITY
Unlock with Face ID on iPhone, or Unlock with fingerprint on

Android, asks when you open the app or come back after 5

minutes away. Drive recording keeps going while it’s locked.

DIRECTIONS
Which app opens for Directions, Drive this route and Start &

navigate: Ask each time, Apple Maps (iPhone), Google Maps or

Waze.

PRIVACY ZONE
Hides the start and end of your public drives: Off, 200 m, 400

m, 800 m or 1,500 m.

YOUR SPEED
Only you see the average and top speed and moving time of

your drives.

RANKINGS
Show me in rankings: turn it off to keep your stats private.

HELP
Blocked drivers, Community guidelines, Privacy policy and

Contact support.

LEAVING
Sign out, or Delete account to permanently delete your profile,

drives, posts and listings. Clubs you own pass to another

member.

Settings
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H E L P

COMMUNITY GUIDELINES AND QUICK ANSWERS
Drive responsibly

No street racing, speed runs, stunts

or reckless driving, and no posts

that show or promote them.

Phone down while driving

Start recording before you set off

and leave the phone alone.

Passengers can post.

Respect people and places

No harassment, hate or threats.

Respect meet venues and

neighbours, and leave no trace.

Honest marketplace

Describe items accurately. No

stolen parts, weapons, drugs,

counterfeits or emissions-defeat

devices for road use.

Privacy

Don’t share other people’s plates,

addresses or personal details

without permission.

Reporting

Report anything that breaks these

rules. We review reports and

remove content and accounts that

do.

QUICK ANSWERS

My drive stopped recording or looks wrong.

On iPhone, open Settings → Drive Culture →

Location, choose Always and turn on Precise

Location. On Android, turn on Use precise location

and set the app’s battery use to Unrestricted. Don’t

swipe the app closed while recording.

Part of my drive is a dashed line.

That stretch wasn’t recorded, usually because the

app was swiped closed or the phone lost GPS. It

doesn’t count toward your top speed.

Who can see my speed?

Only you. Everyone else sees your drive’s distance,

time and climb.

I only see Island roads and events.

Tap Lower Mainland or Both at the top of Explore,

Roads, Clubs or Events.

Directions open the wrong app.

Change it in Settings → Directions. If an app isn’t

installed, its directions open in your browser.

I can’t check in at an event.

Make sure you’re marked as going, it’s within 2

hours of the start, and you’re within 1 km of the

meeting point.

My drive isn’t in the rankings.

Drives with excessive speed are left out, and so is

everyone who turned off Show me in rankings.

I forgot my password.

Tap Forgot password? on the Sign in screen for a

6-digit code by email. Signed up with Apple or

Google? Use that button again.

The text is very large or very small.

The app follows your phone’s text size. The largest

accessibility sizes are capped in a few places so

every screen still fits.

How do I delete my account?

Settings → Delete account permanently removes

your profile, drives, posts and listings.

NEED A HAND?
Email us at driveculture.app@gmail.com, or tap Settings → Contact support in the app.
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